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Capilano	University’s	Liberal	Studies	BA	

o  Bachelor	of	Arts	degree	
o  Individualized	Majors	Program	(120	credits)		
o  Course	selecNon	driven	by	each	student’s	educaNonal	and/or	

professional	goals	
o  39	common	credits:	Liberal	Studies	Core	Courses	plus	WriNng,	

Science,	QuanNtaNve,	and	Language	Requirements	
o  81	elecNve	credits	in	Arts	and	Sciences	(opNon	to	complete	

max	21	credits	in	other	FaculNes)		
o  Interdisciplinary	degree	culminates	in	3	exploratory	research	

tutorials	and	a	graduaNng	(or	capstone)	project	completed	
one-on-one	with	a	faculty	advisor	
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The	Liberal	Studies	Challenge	

O  COMMUNITY:	Create	a	sense	of	community	in	a	degree	
program	with	a	high	degree	of	student	autonomy	and	choice	

o  CURATION:	Ensure	students	have	the	tools	to	curate	and	
archive	their	academic	work	throughout	the	course	of	their	
degree	

o  ACCESS:	Provide	faculty	with	easy	access	to	students’	
signature	work	throughout	their	studies	

o  DISCOVERY:	Permit	students,	faculty	and	other	members	of	
the	university’s	Liberal	Studies	community	to	find	and	idenNfy	
each	other		

o  STORY:	Ensure	all	Liberal	Studies	students	have	a	compelling	
and	accessible	means	by	which	to	share	their	emerging	
experNse,	knowledge,	and	skills,	especially	upon	graduaNon	
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The	ePor`olio	SoluNon	

Why	ePor`olios?		
	

o  Capture	student	story.	
o  Showcase	student	work,	reflecNons,	and	
achievements.	

o  Student	select	the	arNfacts	on	display.		
o  Permit	students	to	easily	share	their	work	with	
others,	but	only	when	they	are	ready	to	share.	

o  Highly	adaptable.	
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Liberal	Studies	Core	
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courses																																														Liberal	Studies	Year	4																					por`olio	funcNon	
LBST	392	
Tutorial	3	

LBST	490	or	495/6	
GraduaNng	Project	 ReflecNon	 PresentaNon	

courses																																													Liberal	Studies	Year	3																					por`olio	funcNon	

LBST	330	–	Methods	of	
Inquiry		

LBST	390		
Tutorial	1		

LBST	391	
Tutorial	2	

ReflecNon	 Development	 PresentaNon	

courses																																									Liberal	Studies	Year	2																					por`olio	funcNon	

LBST	200	–	Refocusing	Knowledge	
(Methods	I)		

LBST	201	–	Refiguring	Knowledge	
(Methods	II)	 ReflecNon	 Development	

courses																																									Liberal	Studies	Year	1																					por`olio	funcNon	

LBST	100	–	Approaches	to	Knowledge	 ReflecNon	
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Trula	Fountaine	
Web	developer	at	Cap	for	16	years	
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Expression	of	Interest	(EOI)	for	a	Pilot	Project		
Liberal	Studies	Bachelor	of	Arts	(LSBA)	ePor&olio	websites	
can:	
– 	be	used	to	build	a	course	website	
– 	allow	group	authoring	on	a	blog	
– 	provide	peer	review	of	authored	content	(ediNng	with	
comments)	
– 	provide	class	webspace	development	(adding	annotated	links/
building	a	shared	resource	for	a	class)	
– 	provide	a	personal	por`olio	for	50	–	75	students,	faculty	and	
staff	(upload	media	–	slides,	video,	images	of	your	artwork)	
– 	be	available	for	an	unknown	dura,on		
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Do	not	grieve,	Admiral.	It	was	logical.	The	needs	of	
the	many	outweigh	the	needs	of	the	few.	
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Policies	and	Procedures	
–  Does	markeNng	need	to	be	involved	–	branding?	
–  How	will	student	privacy	and	permissions	be	handled?	
–  What	is	our	privacy,	intellectual	property	and	copyright	
statement	in	this	situaNon?	

–  Who	owns	the	ePor`olio?	
–  How	will	site	requests	be	handled?	
–  How	long	will	a	learner's	records	be	retained,	so	they	may	
reflect	back	on	progress	between	'then'	and	'now'?		

–  How	long	must	data	be	stored	amer	learner	leaves	the	
insNtuNon?		

–  What	are	the	ins,tu,onal	obliga,ons	of	stewardship?�		
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Technical	
– What	system	should	we	use?	
–  How	much	space	will	be	allocated?	
–  How	do	we	set	privacy	controls?	
– What	templates	do	we	make	available?	
– What	plugins?�		
– What	do	we	need	to	consider	with	regard	to	Moodle,	
LDAP	and	other	systems?	
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Support	and	Training	
– Who	will	support	the	users?	
– Who	is	training	who?	
– When	will	training	begin?	
– Who	will	write	training	documenta,on?	

	
Evalua,on	of		Pilot	Project	
–  How	do	we	know	if	this	is	a	successful	pilot	project?	
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Do	we	boldly	go	
where	no	man	
has	gone	before?	
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Hell	no!	
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Let’s	see	what’s	out	there,	there,	there	…	
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STOLEN 
FROM UBC BLOGS 

WITH PERMISSION 
OF COURSE …   

…	standing	on	the	
shoulders	of	giants.		

~	Sir	Isaac	Newton	



E-Por&olio	Ini,a,ve	at	Capilano	University	
Lessons	Learned,	and	The	Future	

lsbaepor`olios.capilanou.ca	–	created	by	Liberal	Studies	BA	and	IT	Web	Services	

The	Final	Fron,er	...	of	a	Pilot	Project	
Measure	for	Success	

– The	LSBA	program	students	were	surveyed	amer	
the	new	sites	were	delivered.	
» 	The	feedback	was	posi,ve	and	the	surveys	had	a	
high	response	rate.			

•  They	had	a	peer	mentor	student	available	
to	assist	with	technical	support	during	the	
roll	out	and	delivery	of	the	sites.	
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Key	Accomplishments:	
– Delivery	of	final	product	occurred	
prior	to	planned	go	live	date		

–  Coordina,on	and	communica,on	
between	IT	and	Faculty	was	highly	
effecNve	and	strengthened	
rela,onships	between	the	two	
areas	

– As	a	pilot	project,	this	allowed	us	
to	see	how	the	technology	works	
and	what	to	expect	from	future	
WordPress	ini,a,ves	
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Students	are	

And	feedback	is	posi,ve.	
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Wordpress	MulNsite:	
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Wordpress	MulNsite	Concepts:	
•  Network	versus	site	

–  Network	of	sites,	rather	than	one	site	
–  Adapt	administraNon	pracNces	

•  Systems	and	Site	Administrators	
–  Network	Admins	
–  Admins	site	by	site	

•  Subdomains	or	subfolders	structure	
–  Choose	between;	
–  Janedoe.epor`olios.capilanou.ca	or	
–  Epor`olios.capilanou.ca/janedoe	

•  Shared	plugins	and	themes	
–  One	plugin,	many	sites	
–  One	theme	many	sites	

•  Centralized	updates	
–  Update	Wordpress	once	
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MulNsite	Problems:	
1.  Not	all	plugins	and	themes	

compaNble	
2.  User	management	challenges	
3.  Some	things	counter-intuiNve	
4.  Privacy	concerns	
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User	management	challenges:	
•  Mapping	AD	groups	to	Wordpress	roles	
•  AD	groups	for	subscribers	and	
administrators	

•  How	to	allow	users	to	administer	their	own	
sites	but	not	others?	

•  User	access	has	to	be	manually	elevated	–	
not	a	sustainable	soluNon	
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AuthenNcaNon:	
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Risks:	
•  Significant	increase	in	a=ack	surface	
•  Responsibility	for	maintaining	student	and	
faculty	data	

•  Privacy	concerns	–	will	user	share	too	
much	informaNon?	

•  PrevenNon;	backups,	updates,	and	
educaNon	
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The	Infrastructure:	BCNet	
Educloud	
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Educloud	Features:	
•  Use	of	vApps	

–  CollecNon	of	servers,	easily	to	replicate,	clone	enter	farm	
contained	in	vApp	

•  VPN	integraNon	
–  Seamless	connecNon	to	CapU	network	

•  MulNple	networks	
–  Can	have	different	network	for	different	uses,	e.g.	web	

servers	on	one,	databases	on	another	
–  More	security	by	isolaNng	servers	

•  Load	balancing	
–  Simple	load	balancing	available	right	in	Educloud	

•  Automated	backups	
–  Backups	provided	by	Educloud,	either	local	or	remote	
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What’s	Next?	
	

E-por`olios	or	Wordpress	sites	
available	for	all	students	and	

faculty.	
	

Could	be	thousands	of	sites.	
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How	do	we	scale?	
	

High-availability,	redundant,	
load	balanced	Wordpress	
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The	Future	
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The	Future:	
OpportuniNes	and	Challenges	–	A	Few	Examples	

o  Challenge	1:	Scaling	up		
o  Challenge	2:	Ensure	“folio	thinking”	is	experienced	as	a	

meaningful	supplement	to	tradiNonal	coursework	by	Liberal	
Studies	students	and	faculty	alike	
	

o  Opportunity	1:	Refine	and	expand	mechanisms	for	supporNng	
students	and	faculty	
o  Example	1:	Peer	Mentors	
o  Example	2:	Folio	Thinking	Campus	Learning	Community	

o  Opportunity	2:	Share	our	experiences,	models,	and	resources	
with	our	campus	community	and	beyond	

Liberal	Studies	BA	and	IT	Web	Services	



Liberal	Studies	BA	and	IT	Web	Services	



	
Thank	you!	

	
Aurelea	Mahood	:	amahood@capilanou.ca	
Sco=	Robarts	:	sco=robarts@capilanou.ca	
Trula	Fountaine	:	`ountai@capilanou.ca	
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