
Stories From the Frontline:
Creation of a Data Management Team During the Covid-19 

Pandemic



Agenda

• Who are we?

• Canvas Covid-19 Vaccine Research
• Pandemic Drug Trials
• Reflect / Lessons learned / What's next for us?



Key Messages…

• Taking an integration approach
• One solution cannot rule them all…
• REST FUL Web Service – Secure communication Channel between databases, 

can be in any programming module

• Research is different…
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Let's hop into a time machine





















Quick Experiment...

















One last thing... Research Projects are unique
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CANVAS Covid-19 Vaccine Research



Coordination Centre
Vaccine Evaluation Center
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NCANVAS History



NWhat is Public Health 
Surveillance?



CANVAS COVID STUDY





The (ideal) Process:

Study Team (VEC) 
designs collection 

forms

Data collected in 
French and English

Results publicly 
reported weekly
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Application screens







Pandemic Drug Trials





Bam+lan+e+v+mab

Bamlanivimab



News Clip









The (ideal) BAM process

• Select 
participants 
based on 
eligibility

Recruit

• Two groups 
Treatment
Non-Treatment

Randomize
• Receive drug 

and monitor

Conduct Trial

• Compared # 
hospitalization 
between 
groups

Analyze
• Transfer 

learning

PublishReceive drug and monitor



Research struggles during Covid-19
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Distribution How to view and use 
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Electonic 
Consent Electonic 

Instructions
Live 

dashboards



How we overcame these struggles...







What did we learn?



How we solved it

• Listened to our partners

• Expert consultation

• Automation whenever possible
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