
Digital Humanities

Who, what when, where and how?





First rule of DH – Don’t ask what DH is.

Research that utilizes 
computational tools, 
techniques, and 
methodologies to explore 
people, their interactions, their 
history, their cultural 
practices, and all the other 
things that make us human.

…or

Digital beyone the hard 
sciences..(Oxford e-Research Centre)

http://i.huffpost.com/gen/1374900/images/n-EMOTIONAL-INTELLIGENCE-large570.jpg



http://dhblog.maynoothuniversity.ie/mdoran/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/F1.large-1-1024x930.jpg

DH According to Willard 
McCarty and Harold Short.

…a bit of everything

http://dhblog.maynoothuniversity.ie/mdoran/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/F1.large-1-1024x930.jpg


http://stunlaw.blogspot.ca/2016/04/the-digital-humanities-stack.html

http://stunlaw.blogspot.ca/2016/04/the-digital-humanities-stack.html


What is a “Digital 
Humanist”?

http://www.meh.ro/2011/01/17/legoman-technical-drawing/

• Faculty
• Librarians
• Research 

Administrators and 
support

• IT
• Computer Science, 

Nursing, Data Science, 
Geography, anywhere!

http://www.meh.ro/2011/01/17/legoman-technical-drawing/


What is a DH Project?
From Emory Centre for Digital Scholarship: 

Types of Digital Humanities Projects:
•those that produce humanistic knowledge (e.g., building digital 
exhibits, text encoding)
•those that discover existing knowledge (e.g., by digitizing and making 
available materials to other people, or crowdsourcing the transcription 
of audio)
•those that analyze knowledge (e.g., text mining, mapping the flow of 
historical letters)
•those that preserve knowledge (e.g., bit curation)
https://scholarblogs.emory.edu/pm4dh/formulating-the-projects-guiding-question/

http://info.omeka.net/showcase/
http://www.tei-c.org/index.xml
http://invisibleaustralians.org/faces/
http://www.oldweather.org/
http://dsl.richmond.edu/dispatch/pages/home
http://republicofletters.stanford.edu/
http://www.bitcurator.net/
https://scholarblogs.emory.edu/pm4dh/formulating-the-projects-guiding-question/


Data in the Digital Humanities, e-Social Science, Media Studies, Cultural 
Analytics, Digital Scholarship….WHATEVER!

http://digitalmedievalist.com/wordpres
s/wp/content/uploads/2010/12/lindisfa
rne-big.jpg

Images Text Material Culture Maps Metadata

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aberlemno_Sculptured_Stones#/media/File:Serpent_stone.JPG

Everything

Data in the humanities could be 
considered a digital, selectively 
constructed, machine-actionable 
abstraction representing some aspects of 
a given object of humanistic inquiry.

- Schöch, 2013

http://digitalmedievalist.com/wordpress/wp/content/uploads/2010/12/lindisfarne-big.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aberlemno_Sculptured_Stones


http://www.martingrandjean.ch/dataviz-digital-humanities-twitter-dh2014/

http://www.martingrandjean.ch/dataviz-digital-humanities-twitter-dh2014/


Do a little DH– Part I

https://www.theguardian.com/uk/interactive/2011/dec/07/london-riots-twitter

https://www.theguardian.com/uk/interactive/2011/dec/07/london-riots-twitter


Do a little DH – Part II

http://tapor.ca/home

http://tapor.ca/home


Thank You!
Megan Meredith-Lobay

Megan.lobay@ubc.ca

http://www.economist.com/node/15579717

mailto:Megan.lobay@ubc.ca
http://www.economist.com/node/15579717

